
A primary source is a piece of
information created by

someone who was actually
there to witness it.

 
Primary sources capture

the words, thoughts and

the intentions of the past

by people who were there.

 A secondary source is not
created first-hand by

someone who was there.
 

Secondary sources are

usually created by

historians, but based on the

historian’s reading of
primary sources.

What are they?
Letters, speeches, photographs,

documents, artifacts, historic

locations, songs, or other

written and tangible items

created during the historical

period you are studying.

What are they?
Essays, books written about a

period of time, documentaries

about people or ideas,

textbooks, opinions and criticism

about an issue.

For Example: 
 The letter from Abraham

Lincoln to George Robertson

about slavery. 

For Example: 
A textbook that describes the

letter Abraham Lincoln sent

to George Robertson.

  

Don't forget to cite 
your

sources in your bibl
iography!
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